5th Grade Reading/ELA Vocabulary List
 Vocabulary Words

1. Elevate – to raise or lift up.

2. Garland – a ring of flowers or leaves; a wreath.

3. Flammable – easily set on fire.

4. Horde – a large, moving crowd.

5. Immaculate – extremely clean and neat.

6. Junction – a place where things meet or cross.

7. Yearn – to have a strong wish or longing for something.

8. Collate – to put pages together in the correct order.

9. Tuition – money paid to attend a school or college.

10. Tamper – to interfere with something so as to damage or change it.

11. Vigorous – energetic and full of strength.

12. Flourish – to grow or develop in a strong healthy way.

13. Snob – a person who feels he or she is better than others.

14. Congested – to be overcrowded or filled to overflowing.  Having too much mucus in a body part.

15. Blotch – a large spot or stain.

16. Automatic – operating without a person’s control.

17. Glutton – someone who eats and drinks a greedily.

18. Implore – to beg urgently.

19. Harmonious – being in agreement; peaceful.

20. Deplete – to use up.

21. Rendezvous – a place for meeting.  To meet at a previously arranged time and place.

22. Ponder – to think about something very carefully.

23. Noxious – harmful to the health of living beings.

24. Quagmire – soft, wet, soggy ground.  A difficult situation; a predicament.

25. Whimsical – odd or playful.

26. Killjoy – a person who spoils the fun of others.

27. Versatile – able to do many different things well.

28. Convertible – an automobile with a top that can be folded back or removed.  Able to be changed.

29. Gratify – to give pleasure or satisfaction.

30. Impartial – Not favoring one over the other.

31. Knoll – a small, rounded hill.

32. Tolerate – to put up with something.

33. Amateur – a person who does something for pleasure, not for pay.

34. Rebellion – a show of opposition to a form of authority.

35. Appease – to make calmer by giving in to demands.

36. Partial – not complete.  Unfair favor to one side.

37. Falsehood – a lie or an untruth.

38. Navigate – to steer or direct the course of a ship or an aircraft.

39. Kindling – dried twigs or small pieces of wood used to start a fire.

40. Domestic – related to the home or family.  Tame; not wild.

41. Rustic – having to do with the countryside, not the city.

42. Lapse – a mall mistake or failure. The passing of time.

43. Correspond – to communicate in writing.  To match in some way.

44. Coy – shy or bashful.

45. Ancestor – a member of your family who lived a long time ago, even before your grandparents.

46. Dimension – a measurement of length, width, or thickness.

47. Dominate – to rule or control by strength or power.

48. Invincible – not able to be defeated.

49. Muse – to think deeply.

50. Paraphrase – to use other words to explain something.

51. Vulnerable – capable of being harmed or injured.

52. Tariff – a tax paid on products that are imported or exported.

53. Urge – to speak or argue strongly in favor of.

54. Tactful – thoughtful and sensitive in dealing with others.

55. Belfry – a tower where bells are hung.

56. Critique – to give an opinion of the positive and negative points.

57. Humble – not proud; modest.  Simple; not fancy.

58. Friction – disagreement between people or groups of people.

59. Loathe – to dislike greatly.

60. Sincere – genuine; true

61. Tragedy – an unfortunate or sad event.  A play, movie or story with a terribly sad ending.

62. Pulsate – to beat in rhythm, as the heart does.

63. Undaunted – not discouraged; not hesitating because of danger or difficulties.

64. Aptitude – a natural ability or talent.

65. Balmy – soothing and mild.

66. Bask – to lie in and enjoy a warm place.

67. Denominator – the number below the line in a fraction.

68. Vertical – straight up and down.

69. Ovation – a loud and enthusiastic show of approval.

70. Emancipate – to set free from slavery or control.

71. Susceptible – easily influenced or affected.

72. Tarnish – to dull the shine of a metal surface by exposure to air.

73. Pell-mell – in a hasty, confused, and disorderly manner.

74. Negligent – not showing proper care or concern.

75. Undeniable – unquestionably true.

76. Scuffle – a confused struggle or fight.

77. Tantalize – to tease with something desirable but withhold it.

78. Contemporary – up-to-date; modern or current.

79. Vicinity – the area nearby.

80. Annex – to add or attach to something larger.  A wing added to a building.

81. Brawny – muscular and strong.

82. Curfew – a rule that prevents people from moving around freely after dark.

83. Radiate – to give off heat or light.

84. Prosperous – having economic well-being; rich.

85. Endurance – the ability to withstand stress or hardship.

86. Inundate – to flood or overflow.  To overrun or overwhelm.

87. Vital – necessary for supporting life.

88. Phenomenon – a fact or an event that can be seen or felt.  Something unusual and remarkable.

89. Jostled – bumped or pushed around roughly.

90. Hearty – full of warmth and friendliness.

91. Emotion – any strong feeling.

92. Procrastinate – to put off doing something until a future time.

93. Indication – something that points out or indicates; a sign.

94. Taffeta – a stiff, crisp, shiny, fabric made of silk, nylon, or rayon.

95. Contribute – to give help or money.

96. Humorous – full of humor; amusing or funny.

97. Antidote – something that works against the effects of poison.

98. Loiter – to stand around in a public place doing nothing in particular.

99. Tattered – broken-down or worn-out.

100. Exquisite – of exceptional beauty; finely made.

101. Spartan – strictly self-disciplined; not easy or comfortable.

102. Recoil – to draw back in fear or disgust.

103. Abominable – something hideous and unappealing.

104. Native – a person born or raised in a particular place.

105. Disheveled – untidy; rumpled.

106. Pandemonium – a wild uproar

107. Terminate – to bring to an end.

108. Pungent – sharp or strong to the senses of taste or smell.

109. Pedigree – a list of ancestors of a person or an animal.

110. Condemn – to express strong disapproval.

111. Chronic – lasting a long time; occurring repeatedly.  Done by habit.

112. Leisure – freedom from work or other duties; free time.

113. Retaliate – to strike back; to get revenge.

114. Translucent – allowing only some light to pass through so that images can’t be seen clearly.

115. Jut – to stick out sharply.

116. Asset – something valuable or useful.

117. Immerse – to involve or occupy completely.  To cover completely with water or liquid.

118. Temptation – something that tempts or attracts.

119. Ravenous – very hungry.

120. Facilitate – to make less difficult; to help to progress.

121. Condense – to change from a gas to a liquid.  To make shorter or more concise.

122. Dormant – Not active; sleeping.

123. Remote – far away.  Small; slight.

124. Extravagant – spending lots of money in a free and careless way.

125. Tousled – in a tangled mass.

126. Perceive – to become aware of something by experiencing it through the senses.

127. Overwhelmed – overpowered or made helpless.  Burdened or loaded with an excess of something.

128. Fluctuate – to shift back and forth uncertainly.

129. Artifact – a man-made object from the past.

130. Congenial – having a pleasant personality.

131. Mutter – to speak in a low, unclear way, barely moving the lips.

132. Metamorphosis – a complete change in form, appearance, or character.

133. Tumultuous – full of upheaval; wild and chaotic.

134. Query – a question.  To raise a question.

135. Diagnosis – a medical opinion given after studying a patient’s symptoms.

136. Jaunty – displaying a carefree, self-confident manner.

137. Wriggle – to squirm.

138. Corrupt – dishonestly using your position to your advantage, especially for money.

139. Uncouth – lacking in manners; rough and rude.

140. Aspire – to want or try very hard to achieve a goal.

141. Timber – wood used in building things.

142. Mundane – practical or ordinary.

143. Compile – to put together in a list or volume.

144. Quintessential – the most typical example of something; the essence.
Reading 
1. Schema – all the background knowledge and experiences a reader brings to text. Examples: text to self, text to text, text to world

2. Inference – using your schema and text clues to draw conclusions and form unique interpretations
3. Theme (Literary) – The lesson that the story is trying to teach. 
4. Theme (Informational) – the central idea or meaning of a story
5. Main Idea – what the passage or story is mostly about

6. Supporting Details – information (facts) in a passage that supports or proves the main idea

7. Fact – a piece of information that can be proven true 
8. Characters – the people or animals in the story. Characters have a t least one trait that makes up their personality. Characters grow and change throughout a story or drama. They learn lessons as a result of events and/or problems in the story.
9. Main Character – the character that the story is mostly about.

10. Setting – When and where the story takes place.

11. Plot –the events in the story. Example: a quest – a character goes on a long journey in search of something or a challenge – a character has to perform a difficult task
12. Rising action – events that lead to the conflict

13. Conflict – the problem the characters must solve
14. Solution/Resolution – how the problem is solved in the story.

15. Compare – finding things that are alike
16. Contrast – finding things that are different

17. Comparison – showing how things and people are alike and different (relationships or interactions)

18. Context Clues – Using words around an unknown word in a sentence to determine the meaning.

19. Synonyms – Words that have the same meaning.

20. Antonyms – Words that have opposite meanings.

21. Reason – a statement to justify or explain a belief or action

22. Evidence – used to prove or disprove something

Language Arts

1. Complete Sentence – a group of words that expresses a complete thought.  It has both a subject and a predicate.

2. Incomplete Sentence – a group of words that do not express a complete thought.  It is missing a subject or a predicate.

3. Subject – who or what the sentence is about.

4. Predicate – what the subject is doing.

5. Conjunction – words used to connect two words or thoughts in a sentence. They can connect adjectives, phrases, and clauses.  Examples: For, And, Nor, But, Or, Yet, So
6. Correlative conjunctions – are pairs of conjunctions that work together to coordinate two items. They always come in pairs.  Examples: both…and, not only…but also, either…or, neither…nor, whether…or, just as . . . so too

7. Preposition – Words used to show the relationship of a noun or pronoun to another word in the sentence.  They show direction, show where something is, point in time, tell when things happen, and describe how things happen.  Examples: about, above, across, after, against, around, at, before, behind, below, beneath, beside, between, beyond, despite, down, during, for, from, in, inside, into, of, off, on, onto, over, since, through, till, to, toward, under, underneath, up, upon, with, within, without

8. Prepositional Phrase – Made up of a preposition, its object, and all the words in between.

9. Object – The noun or pronoun that comes after the preposition.

10. Interjection – Words that show strong feelings, emotions, or sound.  They are separated from a sentence with a comma or exclamation point.

11. Noun – a person, place, thing, or idea
12. Common noun – any noun that does not name a specific person, place, thing, or idea

13. Proper noun – any noun that names a specific person, place, thing, or idea

14. Pronoun – a word used in place of a noun

15. Adjective – words that describe/modify nouns or pronouns
16. Adverb – words that modify/describe verbs, adjectives, or other adverbs
17. Verbs – words that tell action or state of being
18. Helping verbs - they "help" the main verb describe their action (which has the real meaning)

19. Linking verbs – links the subject of the sentence to a word or words that tell about it 

20. Past tense verbs - describe actions that that have already happened.  Rules:  1. add -ed to most verbs. 2. Add -ing and use a past tense helping verb 3. Verbs ending in a single vowel and a consonant double the final consonant and add -ed.  4. Verbs ending in e, just add -ed.  5. Verbs ending in y, change the y to i and add -ed.

21. Present tense verbs - describe actions that are happening now.  Rules:  1. add -s to most verbs. 2. add  -ing and use a present tense helping verb. 3. verbs ending in s, ch, sh, x, or z, add -es. 4. verbs ending in y, change y to i and add -es.

22. Future tense verbs - describe actions that have not yet happened.  Rule: 1. Use the main verb with will or shall.

23. Perfect tenses – describes when the action is complete.

24. Past participle - formed by adding –ed to the verb.

25. Present perfect verbs - show actions that began in the past, but are still going on in the present. Example: has/ have + past participle of a verb
26. Present-perfect verbs - has, have

27. Past-Perfect verbs - show actions that began and ended in the past. Example: had + past participle of a verb
28. Past-perfect helping verb -  had

29. Future-Perfect verbs - express actions that will begin and end at a certain point in the future. Future perfect tense is made using will have + past participle of a verb
30. Future-perfect helping verb - will have
Writing

1. Writing Process – steps good writers use to develop and strengthen writing

a. Planning – forming your ideas so that the structure of your final essay is logical.

i. Prewriting – organizing your ideas when preparing to write

ii. Brainstorm – thinking of as many ideas as possible in a short amount of time
iii. Draft – putting ideas on paper in complete sentences

1. Introduction Paragraph (engaging lead, topic sentence, 3 body paragraph sentence, concluding sentence)

2. 3 Body Paragraphs – include all the supporting details

3. Concluding paragraph

b. Revision – changing and improving your writing

c. Editing – a careful line-by-line check of your writing to check for error

d. Rewriting – preparing a neat final draft of your writing

i. Publishing – sharing your work

2. Narrative Writing – tells a personal experience based on a real event or tells a fictional story that is based on an imagined event
a. Introduction  (engaging lead, topic sentence, 3 body paragraph sentence, concluding sentence)

i. Narrator – the one who tells the story

ii. Characters – the people or human like animals in a story

iii. Setting – when and where the story takes place

iv. Plot – the events in the story

v. Conflict – the problem the characters must solve in the story

vi. Sequence of Events – the order in which things happen

b. Developing Characters and Events

i. Dialogue – the exact words a person is saying in a story, sentence, or passage. They are placed in quotation marks.

ii. Description – tells how things look, sound, taste, feel, or smell; also tells how a person thinks or feels

iii. Experiences – give flavor to a story; makes you laugh, cry, get angry, etc.
c. Sequence of Events 

i. Transition words – helps writing flow from one idea to the next

d. Conclusion – sums/wraps up the topic being made in the essay

i. Concluding Sentence – the sentence that sums/wraps up the topic in a paragraph

3. Informative/Explanatory Writing – tells the reader information or explains something
a. Introduction (engaging lead, topic sentence, 3 body paragraph sentence, concluding sentence)

i. Topic – expresses the main idea

ii. Observation – what you see, feel, hear, and smell

iii. Focus – staying on topic
iv. Logic – making sense of your writing
v. Illustrations – examples to make ideas more specific and detailed

vi. Comprehension – gaining understanding and knowledge

b. Developing the Topic – creating a clear, central idea that informs the reader

i. Facts – something that actually happened or can be proven true

ii. Definitions – giving the meaning of words or phrases

iii. Concrete details – details that are specific and are not general (vague)

iv. Quotations – to write directly from source; put quotation marks and give credit

v. Examples – illustrations, diagrams, models

c. Linking – connecting ideas in writing

i. Contrast – to tell how things are different

ii. Especially – for a particular purpose

d. Conclusion – sums/wraps up the topic being made in the essay

i. Concluding sentence – the sentence that sums/wraps up the topic in the paragraph

